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RAINFALL CONTRASTS 

The mettest place in  Africa a t  which rainfall has been measured is 

Debundsha ( o r  Bbmdja), lying at the southweat foot  of the huge Cameroon ( o r  Kamer- 

Un) Peak, which rises abruptly from the  shoro of the Bight of Biafra. 

here a r e  prevai l ingly f rom lseaward throughout the year and a r e  cooled by expansion on 

account of being deflected upward by the mountain, 80 that  thdre is excessive uonden- 

The winds 

aat ion of t h e i r  moisture. Debundsha hae an average rainfall of nearly 370 inches a 

year,  and in  one year  -- 1922 -- received 572 inches. (The average at Washington, 

D= C., i s  42 inches a year.) 

e r  and may surpass t ha t  of any other  spot on earth.  

Far ther  up the slope the rainfall i e  undoubtedly great- 

The rainfall on the seaward s ide  of the mountain i e  all the  more.interest- 

ing becauae on the eas t  flank, at a height of some 3,000 feet ,  a pronounced dry 

season occurs each year, when water is 60 scarce that  the natives refuse t o  se l l  i t  

to t ravelers ,  "The scanty supply,ll says B recent description, " i a  brought by women 

from the nearest water-hole,  which may be m a n y  hours distant. Cattle depend Solely 

upon the mountain dews. Pots and calabashes are placed t o  collect any d r ip  f r o m  the 

thatched roof, mcl the  water that accumulatgs i n  the folded bases of the banana 

leaves has t o  suffice, oe the nat ive has no idea o f  atorage methode." 

( A l l  riEhts reaerved by Science Service, Inc.) 
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