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CLIMATJ AljD THS CALiXDAR - - 
Chw:,es of climate within the sgar. of human memory usually turn out, on in- 

vest igat ion,  t o  be e i t h e r  wholly i l l u s o r y  o r  exaxp19s of the tendoncy of weathar t o  

run through somewhat indef in i te  and i r r a g n l a r  cycles. Popular bel ief  in  such changes 

is ,  however, well-nigh universal  and various conjecturas are put f o r t h  concorniilg 

One of the mos t  curious reasons suggested f o r  a supposed change of climate 

was the reform of the calendar, wnich took place in Grsat B r i t a i n  in 1752, following 

the example s e t  much e a r l i e r  by the Catholic countries of Xurope., The second half  Of 

the eighteenth century appears t o  h w e  been, on the or;ho!.e, much r a i n i e r  than the 

f i r s t  h a l f ,  and a book by John W13.1 iamo published i n  London i n  1806 says: 

"It has been an  opinion u?iveraal.I.y adopted of ].ate years that  the gondral- 

i t Y  of Our sumtners are more wet and, consequently, colder, and our winters l e s s  

f r o s t y  and more mild than they formerly were. me grea ter  part of the obsemers 

have a t t r i b u t e d  i t  t o  tha t  outrageoualy impiouis a c t  of our  Legislature i n  the year 

1752; f o r  to  change the s t y l e ,  with tham, i s  t o  a l t e r  the season8. To this has been 

a t t r i b u t e d  tho cloudy and ungenial weather we ham, nor0 o r  loss ,  e.xporioncod over 

since and the years of scarc i ty  we have so frequently f e l t .  fl 

Though Willims himself did not  share t h i s  view h i s  om attempt t o  e q l a i n  

the suppoeed change of climate was almost as mild, 

methods of cu l t iva t ing  the soil and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  the nidospread enclosure of 

He believed i t  t o  be due t o  new 

f i e l d s  with hawthorn hedges. 
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