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MCATING ICEBaRGS 

Lieut. Commander Edward H. Smith, of the U. S. Coast Guard, who has had 

charge for many years of the sc i en t i f i c  investigationo carr ied on in  connection with 

the International Ice Patrol ,  t e l l s  us thnt i n  clear tvonthor icoburge a re  somotimos 

sighted from the masthead when 18 t o  20 miles  away from the ship.  In a l i g h t  f o g  o r  

dr izzly rain bergs have been seen from one t o  three m i l a s ,  and i n  such cases there i s  

a tendency on the par t  of the mariner t o  overestimate the distance of these marino 

dangers- 

ship, where it takes form as a luminous white mass i f  the sun i o  shining on it; other- 

In a dense fog Q berg cannot be  seen more than a hundred yards ahead of the 

wise  i t  f i r s t  apaears close aboard ns a somber filiape. 

On a c l ea r  s t a r l i gh t  night a lookout ail1 not  pick up a berg at a greater  

distance than a quarter of @ mile, and then the f i rot  thing th&t catches the eye is 

the swell breaking against i t a  base. 

The Ice Pa t ro l  off icers  are  of ten asked whether there. is ,aq$ known method 

by vhich the dangeroue proximity of a berg can be determined when invis ible  because 

of fog o r  darkness. The ans!7er is  JlNo.11 Differences i n  the temperature and the 

sa l in i ty  of the nater  near an iceberg, which have been thought t o  afford such in- 

formation,  are  r ea l ly  so  s l i gh t  as t o  be of no value. &poriments in locatlng bergs 

by means of reflected submarine sounds have been pa r t i a l ly  successful but thio 

method is not on a prac t ica l  footing. 
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