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MOITPI'AI N SNOWFALL 

Everybody knows t h a t  a g r e a t  dea l  of snow fal ls  on mountains and t h a t  many 

l o f t y  peaks a r e  covered with snow the  ycar round. AB riiountains do n o t  con t inua l ly  

grow i n  h e i g h t  011 account of t hese  dopos i t s  i t  is evident  t h a t  t he  snow must be re- 

moved by n a t u r a l  agencioo of some s o r t .  What are  they? 

F i r s t ,  a very  l a r g e  amount of snow i s  renioved by evaporat ion,  which i s  an  

extremely a c t i v e  process at g r e a t  a l t i t u d s s .  Secord, L large p a r t  i s  molted and the 

r e s u l t i n g  water f lovs i n  t o r r a n t s  and. c a t a r a c t s  t o  the  valleys below. Third, on . 

many mountains much of t h e  m o w  i s  Gradually compactnd t o  i c e ,  which creeps slowly 

downward i n  the  form of g l a c i e r s .  Fourth,  a good d e a l  of snow i s  blown from t h o  

Peaks and the upper s lopes  by the minds and even tua l ly  s e t t l e s  down at lower l eve l s .  

F i f t h  and last, masses of anow l y i n g  on tho mountainsfdas f r equen t ly  become detaciled, 

f o r  var ious  reasons,  and go s l i d i n g  dovmvard as avalmchaa .  
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