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By Charles F i  tzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

VINE DAY" 

Why do conversations 80 often begin with comments on the weather? Why 

does Brown, meeting Jones on the s t r e e t ,  remark that i t  is  a f ino  day -- o r  .8ome 

other  kind of day7 

thoughts of modern c iv i l ized  men. 

Certainly not because weather is generally uppermost i n  the 

Perhaps the custom has been handed down from the time when the ancestors. 

of c i v i l i z e d  men were n o t  c iv i l ized ;  when t h e i r  occupations were a l l  conducted out- 

of-doors; and when the i r  prosperity vas as much at the mercy of the elements as is 

that  of some backward races today. In  India, as the period of the monsoon rains 

approaches, anxiety about the timely a r r i v a l  and abundance of these showers eclipses 

811 other thoughts i n  the mind of the poaeant, bucauso a severe drought at t h i s  

season means d i m  dis t roes ,  

' Wh3n our forefetthers l ived  by hunting, E ishing nnd c rude systems of grazing 

hnd n@CUltUre,  they were, no doubt, squally so l ic i tous  about atmospheric conditions 

that d i rec t ly  affected the i r  food supply. I n  those days comments on the weather 

mere by no means empty formulas. Mt)n rejoiced together tha t  the day vas f ine ,  be- 

cause it  vas a circumstance upon which the i r  dinnar depended, and the prehis tor ic  

equivalent of "What beast ly  weather ill was probably accompanied by a signif  i c m t  

tightening of the be l t .  
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