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UT AmloRA OBSZRVATORY 

Rotogravure supplemenjks of newspapers and some of the popular s c i e n t i f i c  

niagazines have recently published a p ic ture  showing a large box-like instrument, 

mounted on a l ow truck, attended by an observer c lad i n  furs .  

t r ivance,  as one of the magazines cor rec t ly  s t a t e s ,  I f s p l i t s  the co lo r s  of the 

This odd-looking con- 

northern lightsat! 

same magazine t e l l s  us, Itthe f a r t h e s t  north of any observatory,ll but i t  enjoys the 

equally i n t e r e s t i n g  d i s t i n c t i o n  of beirg the only observatory ( i n  the f u l l . s e n s u  of 

t h a t  term) 

Norwv, m d  was erected with the aid of funds supplied by tho Rockofellor 2ducrrtion 

Bo~rd. 

The i n s t i t u t i o n  at which t h o  p ic ture  was taken i s  not, 8 8  the 

devoted pr imwily  t o  the s t u L . : r  of tht: aurora. It  i s  located nt Tromsoe, 

The instrument above ment ionsd is  a powerful spoctrograph, f o r  photograph- 

Tho l i n e s  in the auroral spectrum a r e  the b e s t  clue ing the spectrum of the auror6,. 

we have to the composition of the atmosphere a t  the grea t  heights  whero tho aurora 

occurs, and t h i s  instrument takes p ic tures  on such a sca le  as t o  permit the l ines t o  

be measured with great  accuracy. Other photographic apparatus at the observatory is 

designed f o r  determining the pos i t ions  i n  apace of the various auroral forms, to- 

gether  with var ia t ions i n  t h e i r  posi t ions,  forms and s t ructure .  Ths in tens i ty  of 

the aurora l  l i g h t  is measured at the s m e  i n s t i t u t i o n  by means of the 'lphotoelectrtc 

eye11 that has l a t e l y  found 80 many p r a c t i c a l  applications in  the  industries.  
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