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A, Science Service Feature 

t WHY IHEmATHER 1 Mailed January 0 ,  1931 

By Charles Fitzhugh Ta lman ,  
Authority on Meteorology. 

A, MEMORABLE WINTER 

In h i s  exhaustive study of h i s t o r i c  records r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  winta+S Of 

western Europe the  late Dr. C. Easton found the e a r l i e s t  winter f o r  which somewhat 

de ta i led  information about the weather i s  extant t o  313 that  of 763-4. The cold 

began i n  October but the grcatost  cold continued from December 14 t o  Idarch 16 ,  ex- 

tending over the whole of Europe from England t o  the Black Sea, 

neighboring p a r t s  of the Black Sea were frozen. I n  several countries the  snow was 

The Bosporus atld 

30 f e e t  deep i n  places. I n  Gaul the o l ives  and f i g s  died, the  corn f r o m  in  the 

s o i l ,  and a t e r r i b l e  famine followed over a vast  region. 

The Danube and other great  r i v e r s  were frozen,  as was the sea f o r  a long 
a 

distance from the shore. Holinshed says t h a t  I' there  f e l l  sucd marvelous great 

Snow and therewith so extreme a frost as the  l ike  htid not been heard o f ,  continuing 

f r o m  the beginning of the winter almost t i l l  the midst  of spring, with the r igor  

whereof t raes  and f r u i t s  withered away and not only feathered fowls but a190 beasts 

on the land and  f i s h e s  i n  the  888 died i n  great numbers." 
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