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AN AFRICAN LIGHTNING SUPERSTITION 

S i r  J. G. Yrazer t e l l s  us that among the Kafirs of South Africa it  i s  a 

rule that oohen lightning has struck a krml, k i l l i n g  man o r  beast ,  no person i n  the 

kraal may leave it o r  drink m i l k  u n t i l  a medicine m a n  has came and performed cer ta in  

purificatory ceremonies over al l  the inhabgfants, If the' victim is a beast it i s  

always buried and never eaten,  and4& prescribed ritual i s  followed before and a f t e r  

the burial. 

" T i l l  the r i t e  has been duly car r ied  out,II we are to ld ,  Ifthe inhabitants 

are seemingly SUppOseh t o  be e l ec t r i f i ed  by tho shock and t o  be capable of discharg- 

ing  the e l e c t r i c i t y  with fatal  effect  on any persons with whan they may come i n  con- 

tac t .  Hence the precaution of isolat ing o r ,  i n  e l ec t r i ca l  language, insulating 

them from al l  t h e i r  neighbors till the man of skil l  has, so t o  say, tapped the elec- 

t r i c i t y  and allowed it t o  run off safely i n t o  the grave of the victim, 

" I f  th i s  interpretat ion of the r i t e  i s  correct ,  we can eas i ly  understand 

why, in  t h e i r  e l ec t r i f i ed  condition, the inhabitants of the kraal a re  forbidden t o  

drink m i l k .  

savage as the multiplication/is t o  us, the drinking of milk by an e loc t r i f i ed  person 

For on the principles of sympathetic magic, which are as plain t o  the 
table 

would in fa l l i b ly  communicate an e lec t r i c  shock t o  the cow from which the milkwas 

oxtrad;ed, and nothing, humanly speaking, could save the l i f e  of the poor creature 

but the direct  interposit ion of the medicine man." 
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