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I A RAINFALL MYTH 

In many p a r t s  of the wor ld  the opinion popularly preva i l s  t h a t  the rainfall 

has conspicuously diminished in  comparatively recent times. One of these regions i s  

South Africa. Droughts a r e  frequent i n  oomo p a r t s  of t h a t  region and each severe 

drought br ings  f o r t h  b i t t e r  complaints on the par t  of tho farmers and graz ie rs  con-’. 

cerning the al leged progressive desiccati.on of the country. A few years ago there 

was much talk of a scheme, promoted by the l a t e  Prof. E. H. L. Schmarz, t o  c rea te  

great  a r t i f i c i a l  lakes i n  the Kalahari Desert i n  the hope of increasing the r a i n f a l l .  

Meteorological observations i n  the region concerned are too meager and 

Cover t o 0  short  a period t o  a f fo rd  any pos i t ive  evidence f o r  o r  against  the supposed 

change of climate. m o r e  has undoubtedly been a marked deter iorat ion i n  the charac- 

t o r  of the country as re la ted  t o  farming and grazing, but the explanation aPPal*s t o  

be found i n  a process that has operated i n  the same w a y  i n  many p a r t s  of China, North 

America and other  countr ies  -- s o i l  erosion. 

The prac t ice  was once universal  and is  s t i l l  common of dr iving sheep 

goats evory evening into wnllod onclosuros o r  kraals, i n  ordor t o  protect  thom from 

Jackals,  wild dogs, leopards and other  predatory animals. This prac t ice  of k r a a l i n g ,  ‘ I  

as i t  is ca l led ,  has been a potent cause of erosion. A recent wri tor  s a y s :  V h e  con- 

s tant  trampling loosened the s o i l ,  destroyed much of the bush, and created innumor- 

able l i t t l e  paths. 

t o  dust, was blown away. 

During the dry and hot  poriods much of tho s o i l  covering, roducod 

When tho ra in  came the surfaco bccmcj scored by small water- 

Courses and a defined r i v e r  systemswas formed where previously the surface drainage 

had merely spread in  a th in  f i l m  over the face  of the country and i r r i g a t e d  i t .  ‘I 
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