
- A Science Se rvke  Feacure 
Released upon receipt  
but intended f o r  use 
January 23, 1931 Mailed January 16, 1931 7 WHY TH.3 WiZATIIER 7 

By Charlos Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

- FACTS 

The powerful gust of mind from an  airplane propeller i s  used at motion 

Picture studios t o  create  imitation hurricanes, snowstorms,sand storms, s tc .  Under 

t h i s  formidable blast t rees  bend, leaves quiver and the fury of the s to rm i s  depicted 

with s t a r t l i n g  realism. 

About 3 per cent. of the fores t  f i r e s  that occur i n  North America are due 

t o  lightning. 

Raindrops are measured by permitting them t o  f a l l  into a shallow tray con- 

Each drop thus makes a cast  of i t s e l f ,  which taining drY flour o r  p l a s t e r  of Paris.  

is easily measured. The largest  drops are about a quarter of an inch i n  diameter. 

The lltornadoesfl of West Af'ricg are  thundersqualls, t o t a l ly  different  f rom 

the exceedingly violent whirling storms bearing that name i n  America. 

Wind vane8 connected with a ce i l ing  dial, s o  that  tho wind direct ion could 

be observed indoors, were known t o  the ancient Romem. 

Sal t  evaporated from ocean spray and carr ied by the winds is deposited on 

the dune8 of Holland t o  the extent of 6,600 tons a year. 

Tha world record f o r  frequent thunderstorms i s  held by Baliburg, in the 

former German colony of Kamerun, where these stoms average 212 a year. 

posi te  extreme is repreaented by Antarctica, where no thunderstorm has yet been re- 

The op- 

Ported by explorers. 
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