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RAINFALL INT?JRCEPTIOM 

F o r e s t s  have s e v e r a l  important e f f e c t s  on the  water-supply of the  reeions 

where they grow. One of t hese  depends u?on the  fact  that, of the rain o r  snov that 

f a l l s  on the  t r e e s ,  a cons iderable  p a r t  i s  caught by the  l eavas  and branches and sub- 

sequent ly  evaporated,  so t h a t  i t  never  rauches t h e  ground. In  li&t showers the 

"interceptio?-i,lI as t h i s  e f f e c t  is callad, may amount t o  100 per cen t ;  a fact familiar 

t o  everybody who h a s  taken s h e l t e r  under t r e e s  dur ing  such shovers.  

The average f o r  a l l  r a i n s ,  in the  case of a d.ense forest, has been found t o  

range from l e s s  than one-tenth t o  more than one-fourth of t h e  r a i n f a l l .  For decidu- 

OUB t r e e s  th3 i n t e r c e p t i o n  is, of course,  much l o s s  i n  w in te r  than i n  summer: 

roughly one-half. In t e rcep t ion  loss from full-grown f i o l d  crops apyroaches i n  amount 

t h a t  from t r e e s ,  b u t  oning t o  t h e  s h o r t  time during which the  crops s t a n d  on t h e  

ground i n  a fully develoned s t a g e  of growth, t he  t o t a l  annual i n t e rcep t ion  from 

cropped a r e a s  i s  very much smaLler than t h a t  from wooded &reas.  
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