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IJEASURING SNOW 

A t  weather s t a t i o n s  it  is customary t o  record both the ac tua l  depth of 

snowfall and a l so  its Itwater equivalent,ll o r  corresponding depth of r a i n f a l l .  

spec ia l  methods and devices are  employed in d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of the world in  making 

such measurements. ;.. 

Many 

A device pecul iar  t o  western France is the ffsnow table ."  This i s  a hori- 

zontal  board exactly one meter square, supported on legs a few f e e t  above the ground 

i n  a l o c a l i t y  well protected from wind. After snowstonn o r  at a specif ied hour of 

observation the observer nlunges a sca le  v e r t i c a l l y  i n  the snow lying on the table  

and mea6ures i t s  depth. 

zinc bucket and weighs It.  

cubic centirneter of water weighs a gram the weight of the snow i n  kilograms gives 

d i r e c t l y  the depth of rainfall i n  millimeters. 

He then brushes all  the snow from the table  into a la rge  

Owing t o  the dimensions of the tab le  and the f a c t  that a 

A t  many places  d i f f i c u l t  of acctws In the A198 the meteorological eervicea 

have i n s t a l l e d  gauges ca l led  " total izersf1 f o r  co3,lecting and preserving the r a i n  and 

snow Of an e n t i r e  season o r  year. 

chloride and a l i t t l e  tramline. The former melts the snow f a l l i n g  i n t o  the gauge 

Each gauge contains a measured quantity of calcium 

and the l a t t e r  forms a thin layer  at the surface of the water as a means of prevent- 

ing evaporat ion. 
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