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- TPHE THUNDERSTONii: 

A good-sized book by Dr. C. Blinkenberg deals en t i re ly  with the folklore  of 

the Wmnderstonell 0- the stone that ,  according t o  bel ief  s that  have prevailed from 

remote antiquity and are  found over a large pa r t  of the world, f a l l s  t o  the ear th  

with lightning. Typical of the notions on t h i s  subject are those once prevalent, 

and not yet ant i re ly  ext inct ,  i n  Denmark. 

In  that  country the object most frequently taken f o r  a thunderstone is  the 

cornon f l i n t  axe o f  the Stone &e o r  other stone a r t i f a c t s  dating from the same 

Period; but i n  some d i s t r i c t s  the supposed thunderstone is  the belemnite and i n  vest- 

ern and southern Jutland i t  i s  usually a foss i l ized  sea-urchin. 

"he stone is  supposed t o  protect  the house i n  which i t  i s  kept against 

strokes of lightning; a l s o  t o  keep a w a y  t r o l l s  and other pernicious creatures, t o  

Prevent unchristened babies,from being Itchanged, 

dairy 88 a charm to keep milk f resh  and insure good cream and butter.  

e tc .  I t  i s  especially prized i n  the 

In many par t s  of the country the stone was simply kept lying on a shelf ,  on 

a chest of drawers o r  in  a box. Usually, however, i t  was kept i n  a par t icu lar  place 

where i t  might be f ree  from dai ly  disturbance, or from being touched at any time. 

Thus i t  was sometimes immured i n  the mal1 o r  l a i d  under the f loor  o r  placed on top 

of the four-post bedstead. 
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