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- TZU ITOR'PH~XS 

Northers a r e  not ,peculiar t o  Texas nor a r e  a l l  p a r t s  of t ha t  s t a t e  equally 

subjec t  t o  those winds, but the  Wxas noi+th'?rII i s  a well-defined f e a t u r e  of the 

winter climate of  the  s t a t e ,  I t  i s  a high nor ther ly  wind. tha t  brings a sudden drop 

i n  temperature. Prof. Jose-ph ;.ianry noted s i x t y  years ago t h a t  Iton one occasion the 

temperature fall i n  the  course of three hours fi-om 75 degrees Fahrenheit t o  a degree 

s u f f i c i e n t  t o  produce i c e  an  inch thick.'1 

Prof. Harrington wrote of the minds t h a t ,  i n  Texas, Ifsweep down from the 

nor th  with high ve loc i ty  and a head of c:o:~d, &ist and sand, suddenly changing the 

temperature f rom almost t rop ica l  t o  f r i g i d .  The ao r the r  can be seen coming f r o m  a 

long d is tance  and i t 6  approach greatly d i s tu rbs  aqiinal l i f e .  ,:. The nor ther  is one 

of the m o s t  in jur ious  f ea tu res  of weather over the western p la ins .  fl 

And PTof Ward says: "?he v i l d  sweep of tho nor ther  over the open p l a ins  

i s  dreaded by a l l  who a r e  outdoors exposed t o  i t s  c h i l l i n g  fury .  She l t e r  is sought 

mhen possible.  

passing of thu tempest i s  impatiently avaited.  The sudden fall i n  t e m e r a t u r e  i s  

Indoors, huge f i r e s  m e  quickly l igh ted ,  windows a r e  closed, and the 
6 

espec ia l ly  disagreeable to  liuman beings and in ju r ious  t o  stock a3d to  crops because 

of the marmti and mugginess which precede i t .  11 

Northers a r e  c lassed  as lttpetll o r  "dryft according t o  vhether o r  not they a r e  

attended by ra in ,  which, when i t  f a l l s ,  is l i k e l y  t o  coat outdoor objec ts  with a 

ahebt of ice .  
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