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DODGING "UXDZRSTORMS -- 
Thunderstorms a r e  moderately dangerous to  a i r c r a f t  on account of t h e i r  

accompaniment of l ightning. 

treme r a r i t y  of cases i n  which a i r c r a f t  have been struck by l ightning with damaging 

effects .  

turmoil of t h e i r  winds, including v e r t i c a l  b l a s t s  of g r e a t  intensi ty .  

av ia tor  should endeavor t o  give the thunderstorm a wid.e ber th  -- but not, except as 

e, last  resort ,by t rying t o  clinih over it. 

That t h i s  danger i s  no t  g rea t  i s  indicated by the ex- 

On the o ther  hand, such storms are  very dangerous on account of the violent  

Hence the 

'!The lllajority of present dqv airplanes,lf  says Lieut. C. 5 .  Maguire i n  a 

recent book on aeronautical  meteorology, lldo not 'have a !cei l ing!  s u f f i c i e n t l y  high 

f o r  pos i t ive  assurance that  the plane would not be caught i n  the tops of the clouds. 

Furthemore,  i n  the time spent i n  climbing t o  'cei l ing1 a plane tvould cover many 

miles in leva1 f l i g h t .  

well above 30,000 f e e t .  

Many thunderclouds have been obeerved t o  extend t o  height6 

"The grea t  majority of thunderstorms can be sk i r ted  without causing very 

grea t  deviations from the route. 

extending some several  miles perpendicular t o  t h e i r  direct ion of travel, a short  

detour w i l l  usual ly  disclose gape through which an airplane can be f l o m  with safety 

and comfort. 11 

Even with a l ine-squall  or a f ront  of thunderstorms 
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