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- THE W~ATHdBMAlV S KITE: 

The use of k i t e s  t o  explore  the  a i r  overhead is  an o l d  s t o r y .  Alesander 

Wilson flew kites  f o r  meteorol.ogica1 purposes i n  the  neighborhood of Glasgow as early 

as 1749, and, a8 everybody knows, Benjamin Franlclin inves t iga t ed  l i g h t n i n g  by means 

of the o m e  devioe in the year 1762. 

It is a far c ry ,  however, from the  simole contr ivance of those early d w s  

Science has  pe r fec t ed  the  k i t e  almost be- t o  the Ibox-kiteff  of modern meteorology. 

yond recogni t ion.  

t i c l e ,  the  tail. 

I t  has been shorn of that c r u c i a l  f e a t u r e  of the  schoolboy ar- 

m e n  the  k i t e  l lstr inglf  has  become seve ra l  miles of s t e e l  piano 

Wire, wovnd around the  drum of a power--driven winch, wi th  attachments f o r  i n d i c a t i n g  

the f o r c e  of the pul l  and the angles of azimuth and e l eva t ion ,  

a se t  of featharmweight instruments  f o r  rocording weather condi t ions  a l o f t ,  and i t  

has  taken them as h igh  as s i x  miles above sea l e v e l ,  though i n  the  g r e a t  ma jo r i ty  of 

cases it does not  go half eo high  as that. 

The k i t e  carries UP 

But the  use  of the weather k i t e  i s  on the wane. The a i r p l a n e  tends t o  re- 

? l a c e  i t ,  and i n  some European coun t r i e s  has a l r eady  done so e n t i r e l y .  The "free- 

r i e ingn  c a p t i v e  ba l loon ,  devised i n  Germany and used t o  some ex ten t  i n  America s ince  

1926, is an occas iona l  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  the k i t e  when only moderate al t i tudes nend be 

a t t a i n e d .  The r ad io  Bounding-balloon t h a t ,  without human a id ,  broadcas ts  i t s  

weather observa t ions  is  another  p o s s i b l e  s u b s t i t u t e ,  but has  hard ly  passed beyond 

the  experimental  stage. 
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