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ORCILARD-€IEATER SMOKE 

Last December a severe  and u n u s u a l l y  prolonged co ld  s p e l l  occurred i n  the 

c i  trus-growing d i s t r i c t s  o f  Cal i forn ia .  

i n  saving the f r u i t  f r o m  the ravages o f  Jack Frost  b u t  also spread a bla9:et  o f  oily 

s o o t  far beyond the limits o f  t h e  c i t r u s  grovea, caus ing  even more than the usual 

amount of damage and i r r i t a t i o n  i n  the neighboring communities. 

Orchard-heaters a&n proved their  value 

2he problem o f  orchard-heater  smoke i s  a perp lex ing  one i n  Cal i forn ia .  

The c i t r u s  fruit indus t ry  i s  the most important one i n  the s t a t e  with the except ion 

of the  petroleum indus t ry ,  and has a n  ann,ial  revenue running i n t o  the hundred m i l -  

l i ons .  

wi thout  .t?ie a id  o f  which the  l o s s e s  dur ing  severe  f r o s t s  would have d i s a s t r o u s  ef- 

f e c t s  upon bus iness  cond i t ions  i n  general. 

%e growers have inves ted  mora than $8,000,000 i n  orchard-heat ing equipment, 

A mass meeting was r ecen t ly  h e l d  i n  Loa Angeles to  cons ide r  what should be 

done, i n  the my of  l e g i s l a t i o n  and otherwise,  t o  diminish the smoke nuisance W i t h -  

o u t  c r i p p l i n g  the  citrus indus t ry  and a committee was appointed to  conduct aPproPri-  

a t e  i nves t iga t ions .  
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