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Authority on Meteorology 

B e  custom o f  r ing ing  church b e l l s  to dr ive  away thunderstorms and furn ish  

pro toc t ion  f rom l igh tn ing  and h a i l  was general i n  the middle ages and was s t i l l  

p rac t i ced  t o  a considerable ex ten t  i n  Catholic countries as recently as a centilry 

ago. 

th i s  respect.  

La t in  i n sc r ip t ions  found on maw' o l d  b e l l s  r e f e r  to  t h e i r  supposed. v i r t u e  i n  

Sir J. G. Frazer t e l l s  us t h a t  i n  maw Gerrn&n c o r n m i t i e s  the sexton re- 

ceived an  allowance of g ra in  from the farmers f o r  h i s  exertions i n  pulling the b e l l -  

rope during thuaderstorms. A t  Ju'bar, i n  the Altasrk, each farmer gave f i v e  * " . .  

"thund-cr-sheavesf' o f  corn f o r  the supposed pro tec t ion  thus afforded h i s  crops. 

was also the custom i n  some p a r t s  o f  Germany f o r  the  ch i ldren  t o  r ing l i t t l e  hand- 

I t  

bells, adorned with the f i g u r e s  of  s a i n t s ,  as a means o f  d r iv ing  aw3y storms. 

c e r t a i n  feudal tenures the vass;%ls were bound. t o  r i n g  the church b e l l s  during 

Under 
b 

thunderstorms, as well as on some oyner spec i f ied  occasions. 

A t  Caloto, i n  Colombia, one o f  the church b e l l s  formerly enjoyed such a 

reputatioxl as a safeguard aga ins t  thunderstorms t h a t  pioces o f  i t  nerc sou@t f o r  

use as c l q p i - s  i n  small b e l l s  t o  be rung i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  the country. 
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