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CLIMATIC b X 3 S  

The c l i m a t i c  zones of the  earth nom recognized by meteoro logis t s  b e a r  but 

a f a i n t  r e smblancc  t o  thofeof the  old-fashioned school  geograohies -- the top r id ,  

temnerate and p o l a r  -- which a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  as t ronomical .  The broad d i v i s i o n s  of 

the  ear th15  surface t h a t  a c t u a l l y  e x h i b i t  d i s t i n c t i v e  climatic features have a zonal  

arrangemsnt but do n o t  run exac t ly  p a r a l l e l  v i th  l i n z s  of lat i tude.  A recent  oubli- 

c a t i o n  of the  Bri t ish Meteorological O f f  i c e  says: 

"dight p r i n c i p a l  zones a r e  d is t inguished:  Near the  equator  a zone of  ti'op- 

i c a l  r a i n  climate, then two sub t rop ica l  zones of s t e w e  and d e s e r t  climate, then  two 

zones of t e p e r a t e  r a i n  c l imate  and, i n  the  no r the rn  hemisphere only,  an incomplete 

zone of b o r e a l  c l imate ,  with a g r e a t  annual i-ange of temperature;  f i n a l l y ,  two p o l a r  

caps of snow climate. e 
"The e q u a t o r i a l  zone is  d iv ided  i n t o  the  e q u a t o r i a l  ra in- fores t  zone, which 

extends over  the A t l a n t i c  and P a c i f i c  Oceans a8 the doldrums, v i t h  r a i n  i n  a l l  seasons,  

and a b e l t  of savanna c l imate  on e i t h e r  s i d e ,  with a well-marked a l t e r n a t i o n  of dry 

and rainy seasons. 

"The sv33tropical zones inc lude  most of t h e  worldrs  g r e a t  dose r t s .  Over the  

oceans they  include the  trade-wind b e l t s  and the  horse  l a t i t u d e s .  The temperate zones 

a r e  d iv ided  i n t o  the  Mediterranean c l imates ,  with mi ld  ra iny  n i n t e r s  and hot  d ry  

summers, and the  temperate r a i n  b e l t s ,  wi th  r a i n  i n  a l l  seasons. 

margins of the  con t inen t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  Asia, the sub t rop ica l  d e s e r t  zone and the  

On the  e a s t e r n  

Mediterranean c l imate  a r e  replaced b y  a reas  wi th  a monsoon c l ima te , "  

(All rights reserved by Science Service,  Inc . )  

SCIENCE SERVICE 
21s t  and 13 S t s .  
Washington, D. C. 


