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"Regional climatology,l '  s a y s  D r .  R, J. Russe l l ,  "has advanced only i n  com- 

p a r a t i v e l y  r ecen t  t imes beyon?. t he  r e c o k n i t i o r  of tk l imata ' ;  zones def ined on the 

basis o f  the  march of  the sun's v e r t i c a l  ray nor th  and south of  the geographical  

equator .  Parmenides o f  Elea ,  as ea r ly  as 460 3. G., divided the  earth i n t o  f i v e  

b e l t s  - a zone of  heat around the  equator ,  two zones of  cold around the  poles ,  and 

two i n t e r n e d i a t e  temperate zones 'whore men might li-de- I 

r i e s  of t h i s  anc ien t  system have b e n  cwgersadtjd ir. inadsrn climatology by l i n e s  

sepa ra t ing  c l ima tes  on the basis of more r a t i o w L  cr i te r ia .n  

The l a t i t u d i n a l  bounda- 

?he c l i m a t i c  reg ions  of the e a r t h  a r e  now usua l ly  de l imi ted  on the b a s i s  

o f  information concerning the  outs tanding  f e a t u r e s  o f  temperature,  r a i n f a l l ,  winds, 

e t c . ,  as obta ined  from long-continued observa t ions  at f i x e d  meteorological  ststions. 

Since ,  however, such s t a t i o n s  a r e  wide1.y and i r r e g u l a r l y  spaced, any d e t a i l e d  map- 

p i n g  of  c l ima te  should be  base6 i n  part upon f i e l d  vork,  which c o n s i s t s  of  observing 

the d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  cli ir tatic condi t ions  as r e f l e c t e d  i n  landscape, inclfiding s o i l ,  

d ra inage ,  types  of  vege ta t ion ,  e t c .  

D r ,  Russell has spent  p a r t  of each y e a r  f o r  the p a s t  s i x t e e n  y e a r s  i n  

V i s i t i i g  and examining d i f f e r e n t  p o r t i o n s  of the  dry-climato arm of the western 

United S ta t e s .  

s t a t i s t i c s  o f  t he  Weather Bureau a r e  embodied i n  a new c h a r t ,  publ ished by the 

Univers i& o f  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  showing the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  c l i m a t i c  types i n  t'nat p a r t  

o f  t he  world. 

%e r e s u l t s  o f  h i s  peksonal observa t ions  combined with t h e  c l i m a t i c  
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