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c POGONIP AG.SIIN 

B e l g i m l  s Itpoison”. f o g  mystery of last December revived i n t e r e s t ,  on t h i s  

s i d e  of the A t l a n t i c ,  i n  the v a r i e t y  of f o g  known as ttpogonip,if occur r ing  i n  win ter  

i n  some mountain d i s t r i c t s  of the western United S t a t e s  and long reputed t o  be  deadly 

o r  i n j u r i o u s  t o  the lungs. Apcarently no s c i e n t i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of pogonip has ever 

been made and no l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  sub jec t  i s  recorded i n  medical b ib l iog raph ies .  

From non-sciant i f  i c  sources ,  however, p l e n t y  of testimony has l a t e l y  come f o r t h  t o  

the  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h i s  fog i s  r e a l l y  dangerous. 

Tppical of l e t t a p $  I have received concerning i t  is  one from George R e  

‘WilliWs, of Tonopah, Nevada, who wr i t e s :  

ItPogonip i s ,  i n  P i u t e  Indian  language, ‘whi te  dea th , ’  and a11 red  men, i n  

t h i s  s e c t i o n  at least, have a mor ta l  dread of being caught i n  i t .  About f o u r  y e a r s  

ago a shopmate of mine was d r i v i n g  no r th  of he re  and ran  i n t o  pogonip. He was i n  an 

open car, and while t he  top and windshield gave some p r o t e c t i o n  h i s  t h r o a t  was af- 

f e c t e d  so t h a t  he could no t  even whisper f o r  tmenty days a f te rnard .  

V h i l e  c louds a r e  a r a r i t y  he re ,  I have Sean them down t o  t he  e a r t h  and 

w a k e d  through them. 

we have the  dreaded !white death.!  I have been t o l d  of Indians  be ing  caught i n  a 

I t  is  when they descend t h a t  way i n  extremoly c o l d  weather that 

sudden cloud of i t  and dying i n  g r e a t  agony i n  a shor t  time. I t  seems t o  f roeze  the  

lungs and r e s p i r a t o r y  organs. I t  

Lat  us hear more about pogonip. I t  i s  h igh  time t o  c l e a r  up t h i s  long- 

s tanding  mystery. 
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