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By Charles  Fi tzhugh T a l m a n ,  
Author i ty  on Meteorology. 

SCARING AwAy STORMS 

The? s u p e r s t i t i o u s  p r a c t i c e  of making loud n o i s e s  t o  d r i v e  away storms has 

p reva i l ed  from e a r l y  a n t i q u i t y  and has assumed a g r e a t  v a r i e t y  of forms. Bells, 

firearms and the  human voice a r e  some of t he  noise-making agencies  employed f o r  this 

purpose,  and t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  o the r s .  V r i t i n g  soma 25 yea r s  ago of weather super- 

s t i t i o n s  i n  Austria, W. G. F i t z g e r a l d  t r aced  the  h i s t o r y  of r ing ing  church-balls 

dur ing  thmders torms .  

"The r inge r s  i n  the b e l f r i e s ,  11 he says,  b e r e  s o  f r e q u e n t l y  s t ruck  dead by 

l i g h t n i n g  t h a t  the  Empress Maria Theresa, i n  1750, i s sued  a decree p r o h i b i t i n g  t h i s  

p r a c t i c e  a l toge the r .  The peasants  were tenacious of t h e i r  o l d  customs, however, and 

S o  40 yea r s  l a t e r  me f i n d  the dmperor Joseph I1 conf i ru ing  h i s  motherls  decree.  

i n  m a l  d i s t r i c t s  of Austria today you w i l l  h e a r  t he  1 thunder b e l l s !  dur ing  a storm, 

Yet 

O r  you w i . 1 1  hear t h e  huge *weather  hornsf  blown from t h e  church tower on the  h i l l t o p s  

Of S t y r i a  ( P r i n t e r :  Note s p e l l i n g ;  not Sy r i a ) ,  while the  herdsmen s e t  up a t e r r i f i c  

howl and t h e  women r a t t l e  cha ins  and b e a t  t oge the r  t he  l i d s  of t h e i r  milk p a i l s  t o  

scare away the  d e s t r u c t i v e  demon of the storm. 

"For c e n t u r i e s  the  Aus t r ian  peasants  have a l s o  shot  at d e s t r u c t i v e  clouds.  

Consecrated guns, powder and b u l l e t s  were used, the  last with a pious c ross  scra tched  

upon them. 

name be ing  c a l l e d  out  at each shot .  

In  some d i s t r i c t s  horsehoe n a i l s  were f i r e d  from t h e  guns, a d i f f e r e n t  

If by chmco it f i t t a d  t h e  e v i l  witch of t h e  

cloud,  she f e l l  dead -- though none saw h e r  remains.'( 
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