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By Charles Fi tzhugh Talman, 
Author i ty  on Meteorology. 

The United S t a t e s  meather Bureau employs a small army of s a l a r i e d  observers  

and a much b i g g e r  army of observers  who rece ive  no pay f o r  t h e i r  s e rv i ces .  

l a t t a r  a r e  known o f f i c i a l l y  as k o o p e r a t i v e  observers . f t  C. J. Boot, who superv ises  

the 81 coopera t ive  weather s t a t i o n s  i n  I l l i n o i s ,  has recen t ly  publishod an  account of 

the work i n  that s t a t e ,  mhera two  e x i s t i n g  s t a t i o n s  have maintained continuous ob- 

s e rva t ions  f o r  more than 35 yaa r s ,  s a v e r s l m o r e  than 25 yea r s ,  and 19 more than 15 

years .  

"sec t ion  centerlt  a t  Springfield.  

The 

Observations are t&en once a day m d  tho n c o r d s  a r o  mailed monthly t o  the  

Before t h e  days of the Weather Bureau and of i t s  predecessor ,  the S igna l  

Service,  the work of  vo lunteer  weathar s t a t i o n s  i n  I l l i n o i s  and many o t h e r  s t a t e s  was 

under the  d i r e c t i o n  of t he  Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n .  

John West JatneB, began observa t ions  on his farm n e a r  Marengo, Illinois, i n  1860, and 

continued them at the same p lace  almost without i n t e r r u p t i o n  u n t i l  h i s  last i l lness  

i n  1917, a pe r iod  of 57 years .  

One of the  e a r l y  observers ,  

A s u b s t a n t i a l l y  unbroken record was k e p t  by D r .  F r i e d r i c h  Brendel ,  at 

Peor ia ,  f o r  50 pars ,  beginning 1855. I t  i s  stated of t h i s  f a i t h f u l  observer  t h a t  

i n  h i s  later y e a m ,  while s e r i o u s l y  ill and l y i n g  apparent ly  unconscious, he would 

s t i l l  rouse r egu la r ly  at the  observa t ion  hour and d i r e c t  h i s  nurses  t o  read  the  ther- 

mome t e r s .  
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