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-.-- m msl3 VALLZY - FOG 

Though the  s c i e n t i f i c  commission charged wi th  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of last  

Decemnberos I'poisonfl f o g  in  Belgium has no t  made a formal r epor t ,  some of i t s  f i n d i n g s  

a r e  probably a n t i c i p a t e d  i n  an  a r t i c l e  r ecen t ly  publ i shed  i n  the Manchester 

Guardian by Chairman Melland, of t he  B r i t i s h  Nat ional  Smoke Abatement Society,  who 

v i s i t e d  Belgium and interviewed a member of the conmission. 

"As regards the cause of t h e  t ragedy,"  says Mr. Melland, Ifthe outs tanding 

Poin t  seems t o  be  that i n  Lidge, with i t s  popula t ion  of three qua r t e r s  of a mi l l i on ,  

where the fog  was also very  dense, no th ing  abnormal happened. 

b u t  c lean ,  f o r  i n  Lidge, as i n  most, con t inen ta l  towns, t he re  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  no smokel 

A l l  the abnormal deaths occurred i n  the towns on the  banks of the Meuse between Lidge 

The f o g  was in tense ,  

and Hw, a d i s t ance  of about twenty miles .  In  t h i s  area the re  a r e  probably s i x t y  

d i f f e r e n t  k inds  of i n d u s t r i a l  es tabl ishment$,notably z inc  and o t h e r  foundries .  

phur d ioxide  was given off by some of these processes ;  a l s o  hydrof luor ic  acidlprob-  

ab ly  small q u a n t i t i e s  of a r s e n i c  compounds. I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  decide otherwise than 

t h a t  the gaeeous fumes from the i n d u s t r i a l  chimneys imprisoned i n  the  fog  mere mainly 

SUI- 
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respons ib le  f o r  the c a s u a l t i e s .  11 
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