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FLOOD NEWS 

The most memorable f l o o d  i n  h i s t o r y  is supposed t o  have happened upwards 

of 6,000 years  ago i n  Mesopotamia, where two g r e a t  r i v e r s ,  t he  Euphrates  and t h e  

Tigris, have been respons ib le  f o r  many f l o o d s ,  b u t  f o r  o n l y  one t h a t  has impressed 

i t s e l f  i n d e l i b l y  upon the memory of mankind. The discovery near  t h e  s i t e  of "Ur of 

t'ne Chaldees" of an &foot  l a y e r  of mud l e f t  by t h i s  long-ago inundation mas announced 
b 

i n  March, 1929. Dr. Woolley, i n  charge of t h e  U r  excavat ions,  unhesitating1.y pro- 

nounced t h i s  layer t o  be  a t a n g i b l e  memento of t h e  Deluge descr ibed  i n  Babylonian 

i n s c r i p t i o n s  and i n  the  Book of Genesis. 

Since the  o r i g i n a l  d i scovery  the f lood l a y e r  has been found at o t h e r  p o i n t s  

i n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t h e  anc ien t  c i t y ,  and i n  one p l ace  it  is  11 f e e t  th ick .  Beneath 

i t  a r e  t h e  artifacts of t he  race t h a t  the  Deluge is  supposed t o  have wiped out, with 

the  except ion cf one fami ly ,  whose head -- the Uta-Napishtim of the cuneiform insc r ip -  

t i o n s  and the Noah of the B ib le  -- had the  f o r e s i g h t  t o  b u i l d  a veese l  i n  which t o  

take refuge. 
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