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"DEGRXEb-DAY S '1 

About s ix  years  ago the American Gas Associat ion introduced a u n i t  known 

as the "degree-day11 f o r  measuring the  h e a t i n g  i"equirements of  bu i ld ings ,  as d e t w -  

mined by weather. The use of t h i s  u n i t  assum96 t h a t  t he  minimum temFerature f o r  

bodi ly  comfort i s  reached on any day when the  mean d a i l y  temperature falls  below 55 

degrees  Fahranhei t .  Vi th  lower t m p e r a t u r u s  a r t i f i c i a l  hoat  i s  required.  

If the  man tcrnpore,turs of a day i s  60, t he  hea t ing  requiroments foi- t h a t  

day a r e  s a i d  t o  b e  5 dogroe-days. The hea t ing  r e q u i r m o n t s  of any l o c a l i t y  for the 

entire hea t ing  season dur ing  a g i v m  yc?Rl' can be ca l cu la tdd  on t h e  same b a s i s  from 

t h e  records of weather f o r  the corresponding year, and averw,e h e a t i n g  requirements 

f o r  a loca l i ty  can b e  s i m i l a r l y  computed from the  temperature IlnormalsII of the loca l -  

i t y .  The l a t t e r  plan has  been fol lowed by the Heating and Vent i l a t ing  Magazine, 

which has nubl ished an 'tiso-degree-day!! cha7.t of t h s  United S t a t e s ,  supposed t o  show 

the  h e a t i n g  requirements f o r  a l l .  Darts of the  Unitod S t a t e s  during a normal year.  

The adoption of t h i s  uni t  hae l e d  t o  a good deal of d i scuss ion  and engin- 

ee r ing  s t u d i e s  have l a t e l y  been undertaken t o  determine its r e a l  va lue .  

t h i n g  b e t t e r  w i l l  b e  evolved from these s t u d i e s ,  Qno apparent defect  is that i t  ig- 

Perhaps some- 

nores  the important e f f e c t s  of wind and humidity i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  human comfort. 

(All r i g h t s  reserved by Science Service,  Inc . )  

SCIZNCE SEiiVICS 
21s t  ana I3 Sts .  
Washington, D. C. 


