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ABNORMAL WEATHER 

From any long record of weather observat ions at a p a r t i c u l a r  p lace  i t  is  

poss ib l e  t o  compute what meteorologis ts  c n l l  h.onnaletl  -- i . e . ,  many-year averages --. 

Of the  p r i n c i p a l  weather elements, and vuut, c o l l e c t i o n s  of such data have been com- 

P i l e d  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  parts of the  world. 

the  da i ly ,  weekly, monthly and y e a r l y  mean temperature, the monthly and yea r ly  rain- 

fa l l ,  the  monthly and yea r ly  number of rainy d a y s ,  and the monthly and yea r ly  baro- 

metr ic  pressure.  

Some of the more comon normals are  those of 

The degree of abnormality of a weather elemelit during any spec i f i ed  per iod  

can be expressed by a figure, v i t h  a pl-uo o r  minus s ign  before  i t ,  c a l l e d  the  "de- 

p a r t u r e  from the normal, 11 i nd ica t ing  whether the  cu r ren t  value was higher  o r  lower 

than normal, and how much. There is, however, no recognized method of combining the 

departures  f o r  the  d i f f e r e n t  elements so as to  express numerically the degree of ab- 

normality of the weather i n  general .  Thus we cannot state d e f i n i t e l y  the ex ten t  t o  

which a s p e l l  of weather at any p lace  has bean abnormal. 

If we consider  the weather t o  be  absolu te ly  normal only when the departures  

f r o m  the normals of a l l  the  p r i n c i p a l  weather elements are zero,  then we must recog- 

n i ze  that such weather is of r a r e  occurrence i n  any given l o c a l i t y  and something that 

never happens over any extensive a rea .  
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