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Authority on Meteorology.

ABNORMAL WEATHER

From any long record of weather observations at a particular place it is
possible to compute what meteorologists call "normals" -~ i.e., many-year averages ~-
of the principal weather elements, and vuast collections of such date have been com-
piled for_different parts of the world. Some of the more common normals are those of
the deily, weekly, monthly and yearly mean temperature, the monthly and yearly raln-
fall, the monthly and yearly number of rainy days, and the monthly and yearly baro-
metric pressure.

The degres of abnormality of a weather elemeut during any specified period
can be expressed by a figure, with a plus or minus sign before it, called the "de-
parture from the normal," indicating whether the cufrent value was higher or lower
than normal, and how much. There is, however, no recognized method of combining the
departures for the different elements so as to express numerically the degree of ab-
normality of the weather in general. Thus we cannot state definitely the extent to
which a spell of weather at any place has besn abnormal.

If we consider the weathsr to be absolutely normal only when the departures
from the normals of all the principal weather elements are zero, then we must recog-
nize that such weather is of rare occurrence in any given locality and something that
never happens over any extensive ares.
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