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-I WEATHZR SCIEFC3 E D  WXAmSR P R E D I C T I O N  

S i r  Napier Shaw, who f o r  many years was di rec tor  of the Br i t i sh  Meteor- 

ological of f ice ,  adverts i n  a recent book t q  :he common misconception that Itmeteor 

ology means forecasting the Feather and nothing else.’! A sense of depression, he 

Bays, arises f o r  some meteorologists from the question that t h e i r  f r iends ,  without  

exception, ask on the mention of any new ac i sn t i f i c  advance i n  meteorology: 1 l W i l l  

i t  be useful  i n  forecasting?” He mentions the ear ly  h is tory  o f  weather prediction 

i n  England: 

When Admiral E’itzRoy, overpowered by the glamour of a telegraphic synoptic 

m p ,  published his ant ic ipat ions of coming weather as forecas ts  in  the newspapers, 

h i s  colleagues of the Royal Socisty were shocked and gave expression t o  t he i r  feel-  

ings; so much 80 tha t ,  a f t e r  FitzRoyls death i n  1865, no forecasts were allowed.a 

They were  not resumed u n t i l  1879. 

Today weather forecasting 16 generally admitted t o  be the most important 

function of meteorological i n s t i t u t ions ,  ye t  a majority of the world! s leading meteor- 

ologis ts  have never made forecaata professionally.  Meteorology, like other sciences, 

i s  a many-sided subject. 
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