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I_ THi3 RAIR-WS 

The famous rain-tree of the i s l and  of Ferro, smallest  o$ t h e  Canaries, i s  

described i n  a s ix teenth  century work by the Franciscan f r i a r  Juan de Abreu de Galin- 

do. He te l l s  us t h a t  the i s land  contained only three  small springs and the p r inc ipa l  

Source of water was a b i g  t r e e ,  which he c a l l s  the  Garse, o r  T i l ,  while severa l  o ther  

Writers name i t  the Garoe. This t r e e  grew at the top of a s teep  c l i f f ,  which tennin- 

a t ed  a narrow va l l ey  o r  ravine f ac ing  the  sea and exposad t o  the  preva i l ing  e a s t e r l y  

winds. lvery  morning, saya the  friar, a cloud o r  m i s t  from the s e a  d r i f t e d  t o  the  

upper end of the va l ley ,  Ifwhere i t  is stopped and checked by the f r o n t  of the rock  

Which terminates the va l ley ,  and then r e s t s  upon the  thick leaves and wide-spreading 

branches of the t r ee ,  f r o m  whence i t  d i s t i l l s  i n  drops during the  remainder of the  

day. 11 

The process i s  one known t o  modern science as Itfog-drip." On the  north 

side Of the t r e e  were two l a rge  c i s t e r n s  to ca tch  and s t o r e  the water. 

"Pplied drinking water f o r  the na t ives ;  the o ther  was used f o r  watering c a t t l e ,  

One of these 

e t c s  La ter  wr i t e r s  t e l l  UB t ha t  the  t r e e  was blown down in  a storm i n  the  

Year 161& 

One of the s t o r i e a  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  t r e e  i s  that when the  i s l and  was f i r s t  

v i s i t e d  by the  Spaniards the  na t ives  covered it  with dr ied  grass s o  t h a t  the  invaders 

would not know of i t s  exiBtence and, thinking the i s land  devoid of water, would not 

Wish t o  remain. However, a na t ive  g i r l  f e l l  i n  love with a Saaniard and revealed the 

secre t .  
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