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__. ICE FRINGES 

On a frosty morning, a f t e r  a night frec: from mind, curious fringes,  rib- 

bons o r  masses of ice  are  sometimes found d o n g  the dead stems o f  cer ta in  plants. 

I h e  mos t  s t r i k ing  and comnon of these formations arc seen on the stems of the 

dittaqy (Cunila OriganOidQs), which hag a porennial r o o t  but dies  down to  the ground 

i n  autumn. On t h i s  plant  the fringes consist  of thin curving ribbons of ico, about 

as thick as a knife blado, from ha l f  an  inch t o  two inchos broad and sometinos s ix  

o r  seven inches long. One o r  more may form on  tr stem. 

Shapos a i d  sizes have also boen found on specie; of Pluchoa, Cowza, Vorbcsfna, 

Salvia, ,etc. 

!!frost-r~ocds.!! 

Ice fringes of various 

Plants o n  which they appear aro sometimes cal led !'frost-plantsll o r  

The mater that forms these fringes is brought up from tho s o i l  by capil- 

lary action and comes t o  tha surface mainly o r  wholly through a row of  minute open- 

i n g s .  %e f r inge begins as a rotv of  separate hair- l ike c rys ta l s ,  which merge i n t o  

a continuous ribbon as thoy grow outward. Vhy they should form i n  a narrow l ine  

d o n g  the stem rather than i n  broad patches i s  a nystery, and there are s t i l l  others 

connected with tho i r  formation. 
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