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B U L  LIGHTYING? 

There i s  almost no ond t o  the vapiety of strange luminous flmeteorsll ob(* 

served from time t o  time i n  the  atmoephere 0- o r  said. t o  have been obseryod A- and 

some of the reported phenomena can hardly be idont l f ied w i t i i  aq;v of those recognized 

by science. Attempts t o  account f o r  them of t en  s t r e t c h  unduly the appl icat ion of 

such terms as lrball l ightning, ' 1  W t .  Elmols f i r e "  and ~:will-o~-the-wiap.I~ 

Dr. EllsworOh Hmtiggton stands saonsor f o r  the remarkable t a l e  of the 

mountains in the Taurus range tha t  a r e  alleged t o  throw b a l l s  of f i r e  at one another 

across the val ley of the B q h r a t e s .  H i s  nar ra t ive ,  with a map of the region in  ques- 

t i o n ,  was published i n  July,  1900, i n  the Monthly Beather Review. He d id  not witness 

the phenomenon himself but gathered h i s  descri,ption from a dozen d i f f e r e n t  reside:;ts 

of the l o c a l i t y .  He says: 

"The f a c t s  upon which a l l  agree a r e  as f o l l o w s :  A b a l l  of f i r e  is some- 

times seen to  start from one mountain and go l i k e  a f l a s h  to  another. A t  the sane 

time there is a sound l i k e  thunder. 

n0 l i g h t  is seen. 

This occurs by day o r  by night ,  although by night 

I t  always occurs when the sky i s  clear. I t  sometimes 'napmns two 

O r  three times i n  a year,  and then again i s  not seen f o r  several  years.  I t  is  almost 

Or e n t i r e l y  confined t o  the fall; at the end of the long dry season of three mouths. 

In every case the f l a s h  crosfies the Euphratss River, which here flows t h r o q h  a deep, 

Precipitous val ley,  at an elevation of 2,000 f e e t  above sea leve l ,  o r  at from 3,500 

t o  5,500 f e e t  below the tops of the mountains. Between any two mountains i t  goes in- 

d i f fe ren t ly  in  e i t h e r  direct ion.  (1 

ported phenomena could not be volcanic. 
Dr. Huntington v i s i t e d  the mountains and convinced himself that the re- 
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