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A SOUTI -- ATLLVTI C - POW" 

A recent  v i s i t o r  t o  t h e  i s l a n d  of Ascension, Captain Harry Pidgoon, t e l l s  

us that at the  summit of Green Mountain, in  t h a t  i s l a n d ,  t h e r e  is a small a r t i f i c i a l  

pond, surrounded by a bamboo grove and known t o  the i s l a n d e r s  as the Dew Pond. The 

i s l a n d  l i e s  i n  the trade-wind b e l t  of the  South A t l a n t i c  and i t s  lower p o r t i o n  i s  a 

d e s e r t ,  b u t  t h e  mountaintop i s  kep t  green  by moisture  gathered from p a s s b g c l o u d s  and 

occas iona l  light showers. The pond i s  abundantly suppl ied  with mater dr ipping  from 

the surrounding vegeta t ion ,  which ca tches  it d i r e c t l y  f m m  the clouds.  The process  

i s ,  the re fo re ,  similar t o  t h a t  by which t h e  well-known dew ponds on the  tops  of the 

South Downs, i n  southern Sngland, a r e  k e p t  supa l i ed  with water  i n  time of drought,  

t he  moisturs  beii ig depos i ted  by d r i f t i n g  fog from the sea. Tho name Itdew pond11 i s  

a misnomer, b u t  i t  i s  s o  o l d  and SO wel l  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  i ts app l i ca t ion  t o  a cloud- 

f e d  pond ir! another  part of t h e  world i s  not  surpr i s ing .  

Prof .  Cleveland Abbe, who v i s i t e d  Ascension i n  1889, wrote that Itthe prin- 

c i p a l  mater supply f o r  the  ga r r i son  of t h i s  naval  s t a t i o n  i s  gathered s e v e r a l  miles 

away, at th3  summit of Green Mountain. Almost a l l  of t h i s  v a t e r  comes from slight 

showers and s teady  dr ipping  of t r e e s  enveloped i n  cloud-fogntl  

The i s l a n d  i s  no longer  a naval  s t a t i o n ,  i t s  few i n h a b i t a n t s  now being a l l  

connected with the Eas te rn  Telegraph company and t h e  Ascension I s l and  Guano Company. 

Rain dra ined  from a cement-covsred catchment a r e a  on the mountahs ide  i n t o  r e s e r v o i r s  

fu rn i shes  the water  f o r  the  se t t lement  below, b u t  c a t t l e  dr ink  at the  border  Of the 

D m  Pond, just  as sheep and c a t t l e  do from the  ponds i n  t h e  l and  of ltSoUthdOm't 

mutton. 
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