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ROAB.ING MOWTAINS 

Rscognition of the f a c t  t h a t  cer ta in  mountains IfroarII o r  make other char- 

a c t e r i s t i c  sounds before a storm is both ancient and widespread. The mountains tha t  

produce these sounds are forested on o r  near t h e i r  summits and t h e i r  so-called roar- 

ing i s  r e a l l y  the murmur of the wind blowing through the t r e e s  and heard at points  

well t o  the leeward. 

Pliny, in h i s  Watural History,Il mentions among the signs of a coming tem- 

pest  "the reverberations of the mountains and the roaring of the fore8t.m The same 

noise from the mountains i s  mentioned i n  Vaul and Virginia" as heralding the great  

storm tha t  forms the culminating episode i n  that  romance. 
b 

Carrick-on-Suir, in  Ireland, i s  one of the places where the mountains give 

audible warning of stormy weather. I n  a case recently reported f rom that  place the 

Sound began about e ight  one morning and waa then l i k e  the noise of a running motor. 

"It s a p  the report ,  "pers is tent ,  unvarying except in  the degree of loudness, 

and without anythfng l ike throbbing, I n  the afternoon i ts  volume of sound mas l i k e  

tha t  of tha rush of a heavy t r a i n  through a tunnel near by." The noise is known 

loca l ly  as Wiid in  the mountains,ll and it comes from the Comeragh range, a few miles 

to the southwest. 

The s c i e n t i f i c  f a c t s  aboutllthe m u r m u r  of the f o r e s t  and the roar of the 

mou??tainct were f u l l y  s e t  f o r t h  in  the Journal bf the Washington Academy of Sciences 

f o r  Feb. 19 ,  1923, by Dr. W, J. Humphreys. 
I 

The sounds occur when the winds of an 

approaching  low^^ blow at  r ight  angles t o  a mountain range o r  c res t .  
per  laprs  of air move f a s t e r  than the lower, the sound waves a r e  bent downward and 
We roughly focussed i n  the region where the roaring is  heard. 

Because the up- 
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