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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman,
Authority on Meteorology.’

AN ATMOSPHERIC MYSTERY

The files of scientific journals contain a great many recor@s of curious
and unexplained luminous phenomens of thé atmosovhere. Here is one reported by H. S-
laton, a fellow of the Royal Meteorological Society:

At Ringstead Bay, on the Dorset coast of &ngland, on the afterncon of
August 17, 1376, two ladies, Mrs. and Miss Warry, were walking at the crsst of a
cliff overl;dking the sea. The weather was calm, hot and sultry, and occasional
silent sheet lightning had been seen through the day. Surrounding them on all sides
and extending from & few inches to two or three feet above the ground they observed
numerous globes of light, the size of Billiard balls, which were moving independently
and vertically up and down, sometimes within a few inches of the observers, but
always sluding the grasp.

"The balls were all aglow," says the report, "but not dazzling; with a
sof't, suparb iridescénce, rich and warm of hue. Their numbers were continuslly filuc-
tuating; at one time thousands of them apparently enveloped the observers, and a
few minutés af terwards the numbers would dwindle to perhaps as few'gs twenty, but
séon they would be swarming again as numerous as ever. Not the slightest noise ac~
companied this display.!

The ladies viewed these strange ébjects for more than an hour before going
home. A severe thunderstorm occurred in the locality at 10 p.m.

Perhaps will-o!-the~wisp. But what is wil}fotfthe~wisp?
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