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11 LI C<E?IBG R K G V  I I? !TREXS 

I n  a r e c e n t  account of the var ious  i n j u r i e s  and 8efec te  produced by at- 

mosyhcric agencies  i n  t r e e s  Prof.  E. E. ISubert, of the  Idaho Universi ty  School o f  

P o r e s t r j ,  c a l l s  a t t e n t i o n  to the l i t t l e  known phenomonon o f  11lie;htning rin2.s" 

Li@ltning i s  respons ib le  f o r  s e v e r a l  conspicnow !-inds of damage i n  the 

f o r e s t ,  such as s e t t i n g  t r e e s  a f i r e  a id  s p l i t t i n g  o r  s h a t t e r i n g  t h e i r  tnx2:s  and 

branches,  'aut the  e f f e c t s  of minor d ischar@s b ra  of t en  kid.den beneath the bar'. and 

revea lea  o r l y  as scars i n  the  annual r ings .  

which, i n  commn witin those  0ia.e t o  f r o s t  and o t h e r  pa thologica l  agencies ,  arc  8 

These may take the form o f  false r i a g e ,  

cornon source of e r r o r  i n  connts  of  anriu.al r i n g s  mcide to determine the age of a 

t r e e  o r  t o  f i x  the  da t e  o f  some event  i n  i t s  l i f e  history. 

"Lightning riilgs,(I s a y s  Prof.  Xubert ,  Itare c o m n  i n  c e r t a i n  spec ies  o f  

t r e e  a d  i n  t r e e e  growing i n  l igkitning zones. S i t k a  s p n c e ,  p r i z e d  f o r  i ts  

s t r enq th  and light n e i & t  i n  aeroplane c o n s t m c t i o n ,  frequ-ently shows these false 

caused by 11.ghtning. As dofec ts  ina&6@ano wood o r  woods r equ i r ing  r i g i d  

s t rcngt l i  f o r  o t h e r  purposes,  t'nose hid6en i n j u r i e s  arc o f  cons iderable  ocoimmic 

importame,  s i n c e  fa i lure  under stress i s  most l i lroly t o  take placa along a false 

r ing .  11 
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