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TRAVELING LIGHTNING RODS

Johann Jgkob Hemmer, a German prieét and scholar who lived ?t Mannheim in
the second half of the eighteenth century, was one of the busiest meteorologists of
his time. He is remembered today chiefly as the leading spirit of the Meteorological
Society of the Palatinate and for his numerous experiments with lightning rods.

Jot content with installing lightning rods of his invention on numerous
buildings, he also placed them on carts and coaches, including the traveling carriage
of Duke Karl of Zweibriicken. The rod was so constructed that when it s@ruck an
overhéad obstacle, such as the branch of a tree, it bent backward, and it sprang
back into place after passing the obstacle. It was connected with an iron chain
trailing on the ground, after the manner of the chains now used to ground oll trucks.

Hemmer also invented a lightning rod for pedestrians. It was a bar of
iron about a foot long, which could be screwed to the end of a walking stick, and
was grounded by a trailing metal cord. A person overtaken by a thunderstorm was
supposed to screw the rod to his cane aﬁd carry the latter musket~fashion on his
shoulder.
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