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Probably the  queeres t  display of  l i g h t n i n g  ever  repor ted  by a s c i e n t i f i c  

observer  mas one encountered on Octobei- 34 1927, by D r .  V a l t e r  Knoche, a ?yell-known 

German meteoro logis t ,  dur ing  a steamboat journey down the Rio Para- i n  S o u t h  

Alrherica. 

no r a i n  fell before o r  during the e l e c t r i c a l  storm, which, without ixxrning, suddenly 

began i n  all parts o f  the sky at '7 p.m. 

Knoche, " t o  at tempt  even a n  approximate count o f  tho fla&es.l l  Some vere ordinary 

streak l i g h t n i n e ,  b u t  reddish  i n  co lor .  

A severe drought h i d  p reva i l ed  i n  the surrounding country f o r  montlis and 

" I t  wobld have been hopeless ,"  s a y s  Dr.  

Almost equally 'numerous, Sotmevcr, Wore the 

flashes o f  d a z z l i n g  ~ i i t e  Qoadod l i&tning, l l  which looks  l ike a string of  glowing 

P e a r l s  i n  the  sky. 

o t h e r  storms, but never as occurr ing  with such frequoncy. 

Such l i & t n i n g  has occas iona l ly  been r a o o r t e d  i n  CoiXIOction w i t h  

Dr. Knoche t c l l s  a l s o  of var ious  anomalous phonomona seon during this dis- 

play ,  inc luding  cur ious  rapidly-moving orango-colorad dischargos, which h e  s a y s  re- 

sembled c y l i n d r i c a l  masses of  gloving gas;  f l n shos  khat rcvolvod lilco pinwi=laels; 

and, at one pe r iod  o f  the  storm, hundreds of luminous arc8 crotvded t o g c t h r  i?C81" 

tho zea i th ,  so dazz l ing  i n  t h a i r  b r i l l i a n c y  that he had to c lose  his V O S -  

Strange to B a y ,  t h i s  spec tacu la r  d i sp lay  wont on f o r  hours mithout thun6cr. 

A ghabtly q u i e t  p reva i led ;  not a Sraatl? of  air  s t i r rd .  Bundcr  begal abruPtb 

?he last 1i?$t:?ing ' a t  1:30 a.'m., and mas then almost continuous u n t i l  4 a. m. 

was a s t o r n  o f  the staamar about 6 a. m. 

( A l l  r i g h t s  resorvcd by Science Scrvico,  I i I C . )  
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