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,By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

HEADLIGHTS FOR 

An English writer,  M. 0. Bennett, has recently called at tent ion to  the 

fal lacy that automobile headlights throwing yellow o r  redciish l i gh t s  have greater  

power of penetrating fog than ordinary white l igh ts .  Their l igh t  is actually l e s s  

intense than that  of ordinary headlights and hence cannot be seen so  far. 

The best solution, says Mr. Bennett, of the problem of driving i n  fog is 

t o  have as  intense a l ight  as possible, focused i n t o  a much narrower beam than i s  

usual in  headlights. X t  should be fixed at a low level  and well forward, and the 

driver should s i t  as high as possible, 80 that  he is looking at a b ig  an&e t o  the 

beam and n o t  along i t b  The narrowness of the beam and the direction in  which it is 

sent should be adjustable, according t o  the density of the fog. 

Rith t h i s  arrangement, obdects ahead are  illuminated as bright ly  as 

possible. Moreover, the illuminated f o g  within the beam -- wfnich tends t o  swamp the 

l igh t  reflected from the object -- appears less bright when viewed at a large angle, 

80 that  there i s  less  confusion from th i s  eource. 

London buses have adopted th i s  p lan ,  and i t s  efficacy i s  indicated by the 

f ac t  that  motorists i n  that  c i ty  find safety i n  following the buses when thidlc fog 

prevails. 
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