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In the great  trade wind CSSertS of subtz’cqicul l a t i t u d e s  the intense heat- 

ing of the smd o r  the su3%en a r r i v a l  of an exueptional.ly cold air current overhead 

6onetirr.es r e s u l t s  i n  a violsnt  corlvectional upseC, i n  the atmosphere that y ie lds  

t o r r e n t i a l  l o c a l  shovers, usually of br ief  ci.ure,tion. Holwan, 12 miles south of 
4 

I 
Cairo, i n  tho Egy-ptim S&ma, has an average rainfall of only an inch and a half a 

year, but on one occasion, i n  &ril,  1909, 1.8 inches f e l l  i n  a s ingle  shower. Tor- 

ren ts  of water rushed d.om the wadis and much Barnage wa3 done to  buildings and crops. 
, 

D. G. IIogar’Lh witnessed a bremsndous downpour i n  the Arabian deser t  that 

l a s t e d  f o u r  hours. 

the whole plain on which I mas l i v i n g  and ccziplete3.y a l t e r  the physical geography of 

the vall.ey.lf 

5 inches, as much a3 34 inches once f e l l  i n  the course of two days.  

In  the Frerch Sahara army regu1,ations forb id  troops t o  camp overnight i n  

W-ie reou?.t.,l! he writes,  ‘’was t o  lay s i l t  f i v e  f e e t  deep over 

A t  Coorb&ji, i n  the deser t  of Sind, where the mean annual r a i n f a l l  is 

the bottoms of diy wadis, as, i n  the pas t ,  camps i n  these depressions have been 

Washed. away by tor ran ts  due t o  mL9en & ~ w r ? p v z s .  
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