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4 NEGUCTXD WSTERY 

atmosphere the one most  conspicuously neglected by 

-the-wisp. For ages t h i s  phenomenon has aroused 

Presumably it has been seen by hundreds of thousmds of 

Some circumstantial  observations have been reported i n  recent years 

the cur ios i ty  of mankind. 

human beings. 

by perfect ly  trustworthy witnesses. 

the well known authori ty  on i l lumination, who encountered the mysterious l i g h t s  in  

grea t  numbers while passing some temporary pools of/. . 

Another case mas described by Prof. L. A. Hausman, the zoologist ,  who saw a f i n e  

d i s p l w  on the evening of April  '7, 1921, while traversing a road leading through a 

boggy woodland near Cayutaville, N. Y. 

of bluish light about the s i z e  of half-dollar pieces,  waveringly suspended, appar- 

One case was observed by D r .  Matthew Luckiesh, 

shallow 
water i n  a Nevada desert .  

He observed f i v e  separate flames o r  globules 

ent ly  i n  midair, among reeds and bushes about a f o o t  above the ground and some 

f i f t e e n  f e e t  from the  roadwayo 

When, i n  the seventeenth century, the Royal Society of London drew 'up a 

s e t  of ins t ruc t ions  f o r  taking meteorological observations, ignis  fatuus was mention- 

ed along with clouds, rain,  l ightning and other  atmospheric manifestations t h a t  were 

t o  be recorded i n  the dai ly  r e g i s t e r  of weather. Today no meteorological organiza- 

t ion o r  i n s t i t u t i o n  in the world c o l l e c t s  observations of t h i s  phenomenon and there 

i s  hardly a textbook published within the last f i f t y  years tha t  even mentions i t  1 
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