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STWCWGE LIGHTS AT SXA --- _c_ - -I- 
Among the  me.ny recorded. ca ses  of unexplained luminous phenomena i n  the  at- 

mosphere one of the s t r a n g e s t  was t h a t  observed from H. M. S. "Caroline" while c ru i s -  

i ng  i n  the  Yorth China Sea i n  February,  2893- About 10 p .  a. of t he  24th,  a cold ,  

moonlight n ight ,  when the  s h i p  was 16 o r  17 mi les  south of Quelpart  I s l and ,  t he  o f f i -  

c e r  of t he  watch repor ted  some unusual lights between the v e s s e l  and Mount Aucklnnd, 

a mountain 6,000 f e e t  high. They appeared sometimes as a mass, and a t  o t h e r  t imes as 

spread out  i n  an  i r regul .a r  l i n e .  Thsy were g lobu la r  and resembled Chinese l a n t e r n s  

fes tooned between the  l o f t y  masts of a sh ip .  The "CarolineII was proceeding eastward 

at seven knots .  an hour,  but t he  l i g h t s  maintained t h e i r  same nor the r ly  bear ing  u n t i l  

l o s t  s i g h t  of a t  midnight. 

The fo l lowing  n igh t ,  February 25, about t he  same t i m e ,  10 p.m., t he  ship 

having c l e a r e d  Pos t  Hamilton, was steering east, on t h e  p a r a l l e l  of 34 degrees,  when 

these  cur ious  lights were aga in  observed on the  sCme bear ing ,  at an  a l t i t u d o  of three 

Or f o u r  degrees above the horizon.  On this  occasion t h e r e  was no l and  i n  s i g h t  on a 

nor th  bear ing  when the  lights were f i r s t  observed, bu t  soon af te rward  a small i s l e t  

was passed, mhich f o r  a time ec l ip sed  the l i g h t s .  As the  s h i p  steamed on at a rate 

Of seven kno t s ,  the l i g h t s  maintained a cons tan t  bea r ing  of about two degrees west of 

nor th ,  as i f  c a r r i e d  by some v e s s e l  t r a v e l i n g  i n  the  same d i r e c t i o n  and at the  same 
speed. As on the  prev ious  n i g h t ,  they were sometimes masbed toge the r  and sometimes 
spread apart .  Through a te lescope the globes appeared t o  be of a reddish  co lo r  and 
t o  emit a t h i n  smoke. They remained v i s i b l e ,  always on the same bearing,  u n t i l  day- 
break. 

Capt. C. J. Noi-cock, B.N. ,  i n  h i s  r e p o r t  of t h i s  experience,  s a y s :  "On ar- 
r i v a l  at Kobe I read  i n  a d a i l y  paper  that the  tunknown l i g h t  of Japan' had, as was 
customary at this season when the  weather is very cold,  stormy and c l e a r ,  been ob-.:. 
served by f isherrnen i n  the  Shimbara Gulf and Japanese waters.  I t  
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