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I_-- WHAT IS IT? 

None of the many strange luminous phenomena tha t  haunt the air i s  more 

mysterious than the one tha t  has been famons f o r  m r e  than a century under the name 

of the " f i r e  ship of B a y  Chaleur.4: Tmenty-five years ago Prof. V. F. among, the 

well-knom botanisid, published ab1 the information he mas able to  glean about this 

strange phenomenon throwh interviews v i t h  people dwelling a long  tha bay in  queration, 

many of whom ha@ repoatedly seen i t .  

mains t o  t h i s  day. 

He l o f t  the mystery unsolved, and so i t  re- 

The so-called ship is wen  mostly over the waters of Ba,y Chaleur, Canada, 

bu t  the same object  o r  something simi3.ar has aomatimos been reported i n  the Gulf of 

St.  Lawrence and i n  Northumberland S t r a i t s o  It OCCWB not  only i n  s m e r  but  a lso 

over the i c e  i n  winter. 

appeared as they approached and reappeared i n  i t s  or ig ina l  posi t ion a f t e r  they pass- 

ed some distance beyond it .  

People have gone out i n  boats t o  examine i t ,  but i t  dia- 

I t a  usual out l ine is roughly hemispherical, with the 

f la t  side to the water, and at times i t  simply glows without much change of shape, 

but at other times i t  rises i n t o  slender moving columns, giving an appearance not un- 

like t h a t  of tho f l a a i n g  rigging of a ship. 

the reeidents of the Bay Chaleur country aa a sign of stormy weather. 
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