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We have already to ld  i n  these notes hcw, i n  the l a t t e r  p a r t  of the 

eighteenth century, when a l l  Europe WLS agag over Fran;c'lin?a invention of the l ight-  

ning-rod, a German p r i e s t  i n s t z l l o d  such rods on c a r t s  a n d  coaches and even devised 

one t h a t  could be screwed on the end of a c a m  f o r  the use of pedestrians. Some 

other  vagaries of the same chzracter a r e  recclrded i n  a French work on l ightning by 

Th. Moreux. 

The notion p s e v a i h d ,  f o r  exmple, that  a person who wzs overtaken by a 

thunderstorm while walking i n  the open country could protect himself from l ightning 

by drawing h i s  sword and holding i t  a l o f t .  As carrying weapons was forbidden t o  the 

clergy, cer ta in  p r i e s t s  aeked to be ezengtec?. f rom the ru le  in stormy weather, so 

t h a t  they might have th i s  means of prctect ion at hand. 

that, according t o  D r .  Yranklin, l e t t i n g  onets c lothes  get  wet was a good substitute 

f o r  the use of Ifpoint8I'; a procedure that  i s  usually quite easy t o  follow in  a 

thunders tom I 

They were told,  howeyer, 

'!At Paris, ' !  s a y s  More-, 'Ithe ladies  would not l e t  s l i p  such an opportunity 

t o  modify t h e i r  t o i l e t t e .  In the year  1778 i t  was fashionable t o  wear a hat with a 

metal wire running around t h e  ribbon and coniiected with a light s i l v e r  chain, which 

h a g  down t o  the heels. '1 Moreuxl s book contains a pichure of this  f a n t a s t i c  device. 
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