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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman,
Avthority on Meteorology-

WHAT IS BALL LIGHTNING?

What are the luminous balls, sometimes seen during thunderstorms, and
known to science as 'ball lightning"?

Dr. G. C. Simpson, director of the British Meteorological 0ffice, has been
recognized for many years as a leading authority on the subject of lightning, and
in racent years he has devoted special attention to ball lightning, but he admitted
in & lecture delivered last summer at Oxfurd that he cannot solve the mystery of
thesa curious objects.

"They have," hoe says, 'bzen explained as masses of ionized air, or as
masses :of some new and otherwise unknown gas. But all such theories fail to ex-
plain howran isolated mass of gae can retain its concentrated form for relatively
long periods. Vortex motion is not sufficient. They have been explained as
brush discharges like St. Elmo's fire, and as portions of an ordinary lightning
chennel, which continues to glow after the main discharge has ceased. It must,
however, be confessed that all these go-called explanations are littls more then
guesses, entirely unsupport=d by exparimental ovidence. Speaking for myself; af ter
carafully studying the literature of the subjsct, I cannot sce even tha beginning
of an.cxplanation, and I do not propose to add esnother guess to those already made."
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