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Vi"A!I' IS BALL LIGHT XI IT^? 

What are the luminous b a l l s ,  sometimes soen dur ing  thunderstorms, and 

known t o  sc ience  as % a l l  l ightning'!? 

Dr .  G* C. Simpson, d i r e c t o r  of the British Meteoro1,ogical Off ice ,  has been 

recognized f o r  many yeare  as a loading a u t h o r i t y  on the  sub jec t  of l i g h t n i n g ,  and 

i n  r scen t  years he has devoted sppecial a t t e n t i o n  t o  ball l i gh tn ing ,  bu t  he  admit ted 

i n  a lecture de l ive red  last summer at Oxfcird t h a t  he cannot so lve  tho mysteiy of 

t hzs3  cur ious  ob jac t s .  

"They have,Il ha s a y s ,  '%wn explainad a8 ms8m of ionized air, o r  a8 

mas5ee:of some new and otherwise unknown gas. But a l l  such theo r i e s  fai l  t o  ex- 

p l a i n  howran ' i so la ted  mass of gas can r e t a i n  i ts  concentrated form f o r  r e l a t i v e l y  

long periods. Vortex motion is not s u f f i c i e n t .  They have been explnined RS 

brush d ischarges  lUce St .  Elmot 8 f i r e ,  and as por t ions  of an ordinary l i g h t n i n g  

ch&nnel, which cont inues t o  glow n f t e r  t he  main discharge has ceased. I t  must, 

however, be confessed t h a t  all these so-calldd explnnnt,ions are l i t t l a  more then 

gilesses, e n t i r e l y  unsupport?d by ewar imen tn l  avidonco. Speaking f o x  myself, a f t e r  

c a r a f u l l y  s tudying the l i t e r a t u r e  of the sub jec t ,  I cannot sae even ths beginning 

of a n - s q d a n a t i o n ,  and I do not propose t o  add m o t h e r  guess t o  those a l ready  made." 
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