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THE OZOiGE LAY%R -.... _.- - 
!Etough nearly a l l  the ozone i n  the earth18 atmosphere i s  concentrated i n  a 

layer  lying some 30 miles above sea  leve l ,  meaeureinents of the mount of this ecb- 

stance a r e  now made regularly at m e a y  places by opectrosccpic methods. Seve2al 

meteorologists have recently mttde a sTecia1 study of t h i s  l o f t y  feature of the at- 

mosphere, and an internat ional  conference on the subjoct was hold two years ago In 

Dr. G. E$. B. Dobscm, the leadl.ng B r i t i s h  student of ozone, has j u s t  sunn- 

marized the information now avai lable  i n  a lecti ire at the Rcyal I n s t i t u t i o n  in 

hndon, a report of which i s  given &e f G 3 . l G W S  i n  Nature: 

"The ozone has a we7.1-nnauked annual vaAation,  which is different  i n  difc  

fe ren t  p a r t s  of the world. A t  all. ,)laces outside the t ronics  there i s  a maximum i n  

the spring and a m i n i m  in  the autumn, the rmge being grea tes t  in high l a t i t u d e s  

and l e a s t  i n  low latitudes. In t s n ~ e r a t e  regions there a r e  also large changes from 

day t o  day, w"ich a r e  c losely re la ted  t o  the weather conditions; cyclones and anti- 

cyclones aach having t h a i r  om charac te r i s t ic  d i s t r ibu t ion  of ozone. I t  is not at 

present understood how t h i s  re la t ion  is caused, s ince the ozone is much hieher in  the 

atmosphere than most of the processes a f fec t ing  Teather. I! 

The ozone layer ,  besides appareqtly affecting weather, is of i n t e r e s t  to  

inankind beaause i t  shields  the ear th  from excess of u l t ra -v io le t  solar radiat ion,  

which, if  the layer were not present,  would nrobubly ruin ous eyes and exercise a 

number of other  disastrous e f f e c t s  on both mind  and plant  l i f e .  
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