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Tbe nrsrmal r a i n f a l l  a t  CtiJro, Egypt, i s  only 1,3 inches a year ;  less than 

t h a t  a t  any kmwn p k c e  i n  the UiIdthd States azid decidedly lsss than a t  any p o i n t  i n  

Canada. 

sub jec t  t o  occas iona l  h=.:i.y dowripzrs,  which proauce very s t r i k i n g  e f foc  ts. 

As i n  t he  case  of n;my O t k L G r  d e s e r t  regions,  howover, t h i s  p a r t  o f  Egypt i s  

When such 6n  event occur‘s a.b Cairo tlie drainage of  the storm water is a 

slow and d i f f i c u l t  o p r s t i o n ,  oTing  to  the f la . t r ,ess  o f  the land. I n  the na t ive  

qua r t e r s  many o f  $he houses are b u l l t  of mud b r i c k s ,  vhich are badly damaged by the  

r a in .  Apart  from t h i s  e f f e c t ,  ss r ious  inc3nvenieace and heavy expanse a r e  caused 

by sand washed down f r G m  the adjacer, t  Ccser t .  A s i n g l e  storin i n  1919, i n  which 1.77 

inches o f  r a i n  f e l l ,  f looded the o!.ec.tric railway between Cairo and its  suburb 

He l iopo l i s  and caused the suspension of s e rv i ce  f o r  a f o r t n i g h t .  After the storm 

40,000 t o n s  of water h sd  t o  be  pum-pd out of the railway cutting a t  Qpbbah, a few 

mi les  from Cairo,  and when thiR had been done t he re  remained t o  be removed no less 

than 20,000 tons o f  sand from k?ie desert. 

inch i n  a n  hour deposi ted i n  t h i s  c u t t i n g  a>ou% the Gama munosfit o f  water and 10,000 

I n  ? d a y ,  1923, a dcwnpour of near ly  a n  

tons o f  sand, 
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