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"PLAXlTS w 

In many p a r t s  of rural England when ehowere come and go, o r  occur i n  

sca t te red  places, people say t h a t  i t  !'rains by planets.11 In North Country dia lec t ,  

however, the  r a i n  i s  s a i d  t o  f a l l  Ifin planets!' when it falls  i n  a heavy l o c a l  down- 

pour. The83 expressions are  very old and are probably remnant8 of as t ro logica l  

notions concerning the control o f  weather by the heavenly bodies. So thought John 

R a y ,  vho, in  hia Itcollection of Pnglish Proverba,ls pubZished in  1670, re fers  to the 

swing , l l I t  ra ins  by plsnets, '! remarking, "This the country people use when it rains  

in one place but not in another; meaning tha t  the shower6 a r e  governed by the plan- 

I n  the Lincolnshlre d ia lec t  a ffplanet" is a brief l o c a l  shover, but i n  the 

North Country the same word of ten means climate. 

In Sussex, according t o  D r .  Joseph Wright, overcast ,  thundery weather is 

described a8 "planety.11 W. R. But terf ie ld ,  in  a recent a r t i c l e  on the d ia lec t  of 

the Hastings fishermen, s a y s :  "When there  l e  a dead calm, with the air hot and 1 

moist, the  weather is sa id  t o  be lplanetyr; if i t  is oppresively su l t ry ,  with a 

heavy sky and oily sea,  i t  is tewallocky. 1 1 1  

According to  my own estimate, f u l l y  f i f t e e n  hundrsd terne r e l a t i n g  to  

weather are peculiar to the various d i a l e c t s  spoken i n  the B r i t i s h  IsleS~ 
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