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Though S t .  Elmots f i r e  is  v i s i b l e  only at night ,  the brush discharge of 

e l e c t r i c i t y  that  produces t h i s  well-horn attendant of thumlsry weather gives not ice  

of i t s  occurrence by a charac te r i s t ic  sound. On lof ty ,  isolated mountains, nhere, 

at times, a great number of these discharges occur simultaneously, t h e i r  conibined 

noises may become qui te  loud. Writing of h i s  experiences in the Rockies, 0. H. 

Stone says: 

%e pecul iar  buzzing and crackling sound, the standing of the hair on 

end, e tc . ,  a re  extpemely common on the mountains of Colorado. The prospectors, 

miners and dr ivers  of pa& t ra ins  t o  the high mines -- above 11,000 f e e t  -- l i v e  in  

the midst of these e l e c t r i c a l  phenomena and of ten f i n d  much amusement in observing 

t h e i r  e f fec t  on the average I tenderfoot, t especially when lady t o u r i s t s ,  as not sel- 

dom happens, f i n d  t h e i r  long h a i r  s l i p  from the faatenings and stand up l ike the 

fabled h e a d d r e s s  of the Furies. 

between 6,000 and 7,090 f e e t ,  but they become much more noticeable at higher eleves 

tions, where they a r e  sometimes t e r r i f i c .  

intense e l e c t r i c a l  phenomena i s  soldom seen t3XcoFt when there i s  h a i l  o r  p e l l e t  Snow 

I have repeatedly heard the sounds at elevations 

On these mountain0 the manifestation of 

Or the most violent  summer showers; and the l a t t e r  usually have h a i l  in some par t  

of the storm.1t 

M r o  Stone t e l l s  us that some of the o ld  prospectors i n  the Colorado mom- 

t a b s  cherish the notion tha t  the nature o f  the mineral deposits i n  a mountain can 

be determined by observing the buzzing and other  phenomeria marking the passage of m 

e l e c t r i c a l  storm. 
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