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--- P0Id.B ICE AND X S A W R  

The average amount of i c e  t h a t  d r i f t s  annuctl.1~ from the  p o l a r  regions i n t o  

lower latitudes has  been est imated at 50,000 cubic  k i lometers .  

Over the e n t i r e  l and  surface of t h e  e a r t h  i t  would make a layer a f o o t  thick. 

If evenly d i s t r i b u t e d  

The 

&Wunt v a r i e s  g r e a t l y ,  however, from yea r  t o  year ,  and i t s  v a r i a t i o n s  a r e  presumably 

both  the  result and the  cause of  varying weather. 

In h i s  s t u c i e s  of these  supposed r e l a t i o n s  Dr. Ot to  Pe t t e r son ,  the Swedish 

OcefMlographer, found that between 189& znd 189'7 t he re  was an  enormous ou tbur s t  of 

i c e  from the Antarctic, which f i l l e d  the Southern Ocean with i c e  fl .oes and icebei-ge 

t o  Such an ex ten t  t h a t  t r a f f i c  between South America, Africa and Australia had to  

more n o r t h e r l y  tracks than usual. 

outburs t  had far-reaching climatic results. 

Was g r e a t l y  d i s tu rbed ,  

ed by y e a r s  of drought (1896 and 18992, r e s u l t i n g  i n  famine and the  loss of m i l l i o n s  

of Cat t l e ,  

from 1896 to 1902. 

than 50,000,000 sheep. 

According t o  the same inves t iga to r ,  th i s  

The monsoon region of t h e  Indian Ocean 

Years of excessive r a i n f a l l  (1893 and 1894) were he ro  follow- 

In  New South Wsles and Qucensland alnlost continuous dmu&t  p reva i l ed  

In  these  seven yea r s  i t  i s  est imated that Australia l o s t  more 

Tnere have been many d iscuss ions  c j f  similar though l e e e  s t r i k i n g  e f f e c t s  

of excessive o r  d e f i c i e n t  ,Arctic i c e  i n  the North At lan t ic .  How g r e a t l y  the amount 

Of i c e  v a r i e s  is ind ica t ed  by the  fact  t h a t  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T C e  P a t r o l  repor ted  

1,200 i cebergs  south of Newfoundland i n  1912 and only 11 i n  1924. 
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