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'!ALBEZTL2 IOTS If 

In  yea r s  gone by t h e  oetwwk cf weather s t a t i o n s  r epor t ing  t h e i r  observa- 

t i ons  by te legraph  t o  f o r e c a s t i n g  contors  i n  tho Unitod S t a t e s  and. Canada vas much 

more r e s t r i c t e d  than i t  is today. There were no r epor t ing  s t a t i o n s  on land far t o  

the  northward and nobodjt then dreamed of g e t t i n g  r e p o r t s  v ia  t h e  e t h e r  from sh.ips at 

sea. In  c l a s s i f y i n g  the t racks  of cyclones,  o r  lows, t h a t  c rossed  North Ar3erica 

meteoro logis t s  found that  the l a r g e s t  number first appeared on the mather map i n  

the province of Alberta .  Hence these  bocam known as ItAlborta lows.tt Some of the& 

t r ave led  eastward in southern Canada, bu t  a much l a r g e r  number moved southeastward 

i n t o  the United S t a t e s ,  e v e l l t ~ l 2 . y  tu rn ing  northeaEtnard before l eav ing  the contin- 

ent  at t h e  eas t e rn  seaboard. 

The expression ItAlberta lowl: da t e s  from the  per iod  when Medicine Sat, i n  

a b e r t a ,  then one of the  more nor ther ly  outpos ts  of observat ion,  acquii-ed i t s  unde- 

sem3d popular  r epu ta t  ion of being the  breeding  ground of co ld  waves. 

??ow t h a t  the fo iec8s te r  ha6 a much broadar geographical oiltlook, he f inds  

t h a t  ItAlberta lows" seldom if eve r  begin t h e i r  careers i n  Alberta .  

'2. 

cyclones from t h e  P a c i f i c  o r  are seconaarios  der ived f rom such cyclones. 

According to  

Mi tche l l ,  of the U. S. Teather  &reau, t h e m  lows e i t h o r  come as primary 
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